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National Committee; Mary Boyle, Ohio candidate
for U.S. Senate; Lee Fisher, candidate for Gov-
ernor of Ohio; Mayor Roxanne Qualls of Cin-
cinnati, candidate for Ohio’s First Congressional
District; Ken Lucus, candidate for Kentucky’s
Fourth Congressional District; and David Leland,
chairman, Ohio Democratic Party.

Memorandum on Most-Favored-
Nation Status for Vietnam
March 9, 1998

Presidential Determination No. 98–17

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Presidential Determination on
Section 402(c)(2)(A) of the Trade Act of
1974—Vietnam

Pursuant to section 402(c)(2)(A) of the
Trade Act of 1974 (Public Law 93–618, Janu-
ary 3, 1975; 88 Stat. 1978, 19 U.S.C.
2432(c)(2)(A)) as amended (the ‘‘Act’’), I de-
termine that a waiver by Executive order of
the application of subsections (a) and (b) of
section 402 of the Act with respect to Viet-
nam will substantially promote the objectives
of section 402.

You are authorized and directed to publish
this determination in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 11.

Memorandum on Most-Favored-
Nation Status for Vietnam
March 9, 1998

Presidential Determination No. 98–18

Memorandum for the Secretary of State
Subject: Presidential Determination Under
Subsection 2(b)(2)(D) of the Export-Import
Bank Act of 1945, as Amended—Vietnam

Pursuant to subsection 2(b)(2)(D) of the
Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, as amend-
ed, I determine that it is in the national inter-
est for the Export-Import Bank of the United
States to guarantee, insure, extend credit,
and participate in the extension of credit in
connection with the purchase or lease of any

product or service by, for use in, or for sale
or lease to Vietnam.

You are authorized and directed to report
this determination to the Congress and pub-
lish it in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on March 11.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Waiver on Most-
Favored-Nation Status for Vietnam
March 9, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
Pursuant to section 402(c)(2)(A) of the

Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the ‘‘Act’’),
I have determined that a waiver of the appli-
cation of subsections 402(a) and (b) with re-
spect to Vietnam will substantially promote
the objectives of section 402. A copy of that
determination is attached. I also have re-
ceived assurances with respect to the emigra-
tion practices of Vietnam required by section
402(c)(2)(B) of the Act. This message con-
stitutes the report to the Congress required
by section 402(c)(2).

Pursuant to subsection 402(c)(2) of the
Act, I shall issue an Executive order waiving
the application of subsections (a) and (b) of
section 402 of the Act with respect to Viet-
nam.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 9, 1998.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 11.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
United Nations Secretary-General
Kofi Annan and an Exchange With
Reporters
March 11, 1998

Secretary-General’s Agreement With Iraq
President Clinton. Let me begin by say-

ing that I’m delighted that the Secretary-
General is here. We share a strong commit-
ment to curtailing the threat of weapons of
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mass destruction in general and to continuing
the work in Iraq. And again let me say how
pleased I am at the agreement that he
worked out with Iraq to continue the inspec-
tions, as well as the access which has been
provided to the UNSCOM inspectors which
was previously denied. All that is encourag-
ing.

Now, I think we have to remain vigilant.
The last 6 days is not the same as the next
6 months, but it’s all very hopeful. And the
Secretary-General deserves a lot of apprecia-
tion from the United States and from all
Americans for the work that has been done.

Q. Mr. President, are you both on the
same wavelength in terms of what would
happen if there is a breach in the agreement
in the aftermath of that implementation? We
understand there’s some little friction.

President Clinton. Well——
Secretary-General Annan. Between the

President and me, or the President and
someone else?

Q. Between the President and you.
Secretary-General Annan. I see. Okay.
President Clinton. Well, over the week-

end the Secretary-General said he thought
that under the resolution there would have
to be some consultations before any military
force could be taken or used. We believe that
the resolution gives us the authority to take
whatever actions are necessary. But of
course, we would consult. It would be un-
thinkable that we wouldn’t do that. We do
that all the time anyway. I spent an awful
lot of time on the telephone with large num-
bers of world leaders in the last several weeks
as this difficulty has unfolded, and so I’m not
sure there is a conflict between our positions.

Q. What do you think, Mr. Secretary-Gen-
eral?

Secretary-General Annan. I think what
the President has said is exactly what I said
on television on Sunday. And not only was
the President himself informed, as you will
recall, Mrs.—the Secretary of State Albright
consulted Council members, Ambassador
Richardson, Secretary of Defense Cohen—
and so there was consultation even this time
around. So the consultation is an ongoing
process and part of the way we do business
in the international community. And I agree
with what the President has said.

Q. Mr. President, what do you think about
Senator Lott’s criticism that this agreement
is a sellout?

President Clinton. I just don’t believe it
is. The agreement on its own terms is clearly
not a sellout. The agreement on its own
terms preserves the integrity of the
UNSCOM inspections. It does add some dip-
lomats to the inspection process in the Presi-
dential sites, but if the agreement is complied
with—and again, I think the Secretary-Gen-
eral did a good job working through these
issues over the weekend—then we will be
able to do what the United States has always
wanted, which is to complete the inspection
process.

Again, let me say—I know I don’t need
to beat this dead horse, but I think it’s worth
repeating one more time. I see this issue with
Iraq in the larger context of the threat I be-
lieve will be presented to the world for the
next few decades from biological and chemi-
cal and perhaps even, God forbid, small-scale
nuclear weapons—a different sort of weap-
ons of mass destruction threat than we have
faced in the past. And world leaders simply
have to come to grips with the potential that
is out there for organized groups—not just
nations but terrorist groups, narcotraffickers,
international criminals—to make and deploy
such weapons for their own purposes, so that
this is very important on its own merits. But
it’s also very important as the first of what
I believe will have to be a many, many year
effort by all peace-loving people to deal with
this issue.

Independent Counsel’s Investigation

Q. Mr. President, how would you feel
about testifying or talking to the grand jury
and in some way giving your side of the story
in the ongoing controversy?

President Clinton. Well, you know I’m
not going to talk about that today. I can’t.
I’ve got to do the work that the people of
this country hired me to do, so I can’t—I’m
not going to discuss that.

Q. Sir, with your pledge to cooperate fully,
as you mentioned when this story first
broke——

Secretary-General Annan. I wish you
would concentrate on my issues.

VerDate 12-MAR-98 09:42 Mar 18, 1998 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00020 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P11MR4.011 p11mr4



409Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Mar. 11

President Clinton. I just don’t have any-
thing else to say about it.

Tobacco Legislation and Kosovo
Q. Sir, are you going to embrace the

Conrad bill for tobacco, sir?
President Clinton. Let me say—I’d like

to answer that question and then, if I could,
I’d like to make one comment about Kosovo
before you leave.

I have said that the Conrad bill embraces
the principles that I feel strongly about. I
haven’t reviewed all of its provisions, and I’m
not sure exactly what it does, for example,
on the tobacco farmer issue, but in general
I think Senator Conrad has put out a very
good bill. And what I hope will happen is
that either his bill will attract bipartisan sup-
port or that it will lead to a bipartisan bill
reflecting the principles that I’ve outlined in
the tobacco settlement—for the tobacco set-
tlement.

I personally believe, even though there are
now less than 70 scheduled work days left
in this year, that Congress ought to have no
higher priority than to get this done. We
need to do this and get this behind us. There
are a thousand lives a day on the line. We
do not need to wait until next year.

Let me just make one comment if I might
about Kosovo, because the Secretary of State
has just returned from an arduous trip. The
United States and I condemn in the strongest
possible terms excessive violence that has led
to the death of innocent civilians there. We
believe the cause of it is the inadequate re-
sponse by the Serbian Government to the
legitimate concerns of the Albanian minority
in Serbia, but majority in Kosovo.

I believe that the decision that the Sec-
retary and other world leaders reached in the
last few days, the reimposition of the sanc-
tions, and the strong statements that were
made coming out of the Contact Group, and
the unity of the countries gives us some hope
that we can resolve this. But this is a matter
of great concern to me; I know it’s of great
concern to the Secretary-General. We do not
want the Balkans to have more pictures like
we’ve seen in the last few days, so reminis-
cent of what Bosnia endured. And I just want
to make it absolutely clear that to me it’s a
very serious issue.

Secretary-General Annan. I agree.
Q. [Inaudible]—consider military action,

sir, as your Secretary of State has said in the
past, and others?

President Clinton. We believe that no
option should be ruled in or out now. But
the Secretary of State, along with all of her
colleagues—and there’s been remarkable
unanimity on this—they’ve taken a position
that gives us a chance to avoid further blood-
shed by all parties under all conditions.
That’s what I want.

Q. Have you been in touch with
Milosevic?

President Clinton. Not directly, I have
not.

President’s Visit to Africa
Q. Will you have some travel tips on Africa

for the President?
Secretary-General Annan. I think I’ll be

discussing a few interesting things, and I have
one or two ideas that I would want to put
to the President. I think it’s great that he’s
going to Africa, and I think it’s good for U.S.-
African relationship, and the entire continent
is excited that for the first time a sitting U.S.
President is doing this. And it’s a sign that
U.S.-African relationship is on the upswing.
And I’m very pleased about that.

Independent Counsel’s Investigation
Q. Mr. President, will the American peo-

ple hear your version in the Lewinsky mat-
ter?

Press Secretary Mike McCurry. Thank
you, everyone. We’re done. And the Presi-
dent has already answered that question.
Good-bye.

Q. Do you all——
Press Secretary McCurry. No, we’re

done.

Middle East Peace Process
Q. [Inaudible]—Middle East—[inaudi-

ble]?
President Clinton. Well, we’re going to

discuss that. I hope it will. We’re working
very hard on that. We’re doing everything
we can to get it back on track. And I hope
we can have a chance to talk about it.

Q. Will this visit have helped in some way?
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President Clinton. It certainly can. It cer-
tainly can.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:55 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Slobodan Milosevic of
the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro). A tape was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of these remarks.

Remarks on International Women’s
Day
March 11, 1998

Thank you. Thank you very much, Doctor.
And to all our distinguished guests here
today, let me welcome you and say that I
have rarely enjoyed anything in this room as
much as I have what has already happened.

I’ve told this story before, but I feel just
like I did the first time I gave remarks, a
speech, as a public official. It was at one of
these civic banquets, and it started at 6
o’clock in the evening. Everyone in the audi-
ence was introduced, hundreds of people—
except three people, and they went home
mad. [Laughter] Five people spoke before
me. I got up to speak at a quarter to 10,
and the man who introduced me did not do
nearly as good a job as our distinguished
guest from Thailand—he said, ‘‘You know,
you could stop here and have had a very nice
evening.’’ [Laughter] Well, we could cer-
tainly stop here and have had a very fine oc-
casion.

Let me begin by thanking the Secretary-
General for being here. We’ve had a very
good meeting, just before we came over here
to talk about our shared goal of preventing
the spread of weapons of mass destruction
and of securing Iraq’s compliance with its ob-
ligations under the U.N. Security Council
resolutions.

The Secretary-General deserves the
thanks of all Americans for securing the
agreement with the Iraqi Government to
open all sites for inspection. The commit-
ments made to him, as well as last week’s
successful U.N. inspections in sites that had
previously been closed, are quite significant.
They must be carried out. The last 6 days
must be replicated in the coming 6 months.

And the United States must remain vigilant
to see that that occurs.

Let me say, since we’re honoring women
today, in case you all missed it and you want
to be reminded of what the stakes are and
what is going on now, I commend to you
the op-ed article from the distinguished Brit-
ish physician in the hometown paper here
today, discussing the consequences of the use
of chemical weapons. Mr. Secretary-General,
your work is important, and we intend to see
that you succeed.

Let me also say that the United Nations
is an invaluable partner in an increasingly
interdependent world where we have to work
together on things, as evidenced by the pres-
ence here today of members of the diplo-
matic corps, the Russian Health Minister,
our distinguished physician from Thailand,
and so many people from the U.N., and those
of you in NGO’s who work around the world.
If the United States expects to continue to
exercise a leadership role in a way that bene-
fits our own people in the 21st century, we
have got to pay our U.N. dues and fulfill our
responsibilities.

The Secretary-General has supported the
reform of the U.N. in positive ways, and I’m
doing my best to get legislation through the
Congress, which will fulfill our responsibil-
ities to the United Nations, to the IMF, to
the cause of U.N. reform.

I’m very proud to be here with all of you
today to celebrate your progress and to chart
our course to the future. I especially thank
the Members of Congress who are here and
those whom they represent who couldn’t be
present for their support and leadership. I
thank the First Lady, the Secretary of State,
and the Attorney General for the accomplish-
ments of the last 5 years. I think it’s fair to
say, that as long as I live, I will always look
back on the First Lady’s speech at Beijing
as one of the high watermarks of our public
service in this White House.

You know, we always say that human rights
must be a central pillar of America’s foreign
policy, but that is meaningless if those rights
are not fully enjoyed by half the people on
the planet. Secretary Albright has already dis-
cussed our assistance to Afghan women and
girls who have suffered much under the
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